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R E A D E R. 


F all the Diſeaſes ith; afflift human Na .-.- 
ture, none is more terrible than that pro- . 
duced by the Bite of mad Animals. - A Diſeaſe 3 
that too often bappens even in theſe Northern Re- . 
gions, and numerous Specificks have been preſented to + 
the Publick, Supported by the Authority of the 
_ greateſt Men in the Profeſſion, which yet, upon K. 
repeated Trials, have proved ineffectual. But, af- > Ol 
ter all, as we are hardly to ſuppoſe that there -is © 
10 ſuch "Thing in Nature as an Antidote to this © F 
| Poiſon, we ſhould ſtill uſe our beſt Endeavours to "__ 
find it out, and willingly embrace every Hint that 1 
bas a J. endency thereto. It is more than a Hint 
whih 3 ens in this little Trat; it is a cer- _ 
tain Method of Cure; the Reſult, not of mere 
vague Hypotheſes, but of ſolid Experiments made | 


* 


upon, at leaſt, 300 Perſons, with conſtant good _ = 
Succeſß. 4 


The Tr aft 72 is written in 4 Ain clear = x 


Style, which, as it gives a plain Evidence of the / 
; Honeſtly and good Senſe of its Author, ſo it will na- 1 
lurally induce the Publick to give it a & 1 avouralle 
| ** bane 85 | -— . ,.__ _ _- 


To the R E AD E R. 


The Preface prefixed 10 it by the French Editar, 
| ti mvrote in à looſe Manner, —— Jane: "Py 
* #hat illuſtrate the Work. "I e 


. 


In the Number of Authors cis FR recap  Þ 
ed the Uſe of Merourials in this Diſeaſe, Dr. James, 
and the- celebrated Van Swieten, deſerve to be 
mentioned, having bath. _ pretty reh an 
this Subject. 


4 5 . 
Dr. James, in particular, in a F a en- ] 
tituled, A new Method of curing Madneſs, Sc. 
which was laid before the Royal Society in Febru- | 
ary 1741, bas given us an Account of many A. 
periments be bad ſucceſsfully made with Mereariah, | 
VM firſt on Dogs, and afterwards on Men. 'The Pro- 
=— - paration 7 Mercury he employed was Turbith Mi. 


=. weral ; which ſeems, bowever, not to be the 

=o adviſable z' fence, in ſome Caſes, where there am 

= - evident Sigus, of Inflammation about the Throat al 

EE - Fauces, * Uſe of fo irritating a Medicine 2 by 

ww attended with many bad Conſequences. And, 

WM Caſe, the ſimple mercurial Ointment, co 

1 applied, or the milder Mercurials, given internally, 

b will produce all the good Effefts we can * wn =_ 
b Mercury in the Gure of this Diſeaſt. 2 | 
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French E DIT O R. 


AH E Collection of Letters, publiſhed 
by the Jeſuits, under the Title of 


long ſince convinced the World, 
that the Miſſionaries of their Soci- 
ety, though chiefly employed in preaching the 


Chriſtian Religion, have by no Means neglected 


to proſecute other Diſcoveries that might be 
uſeful to France. With this View it is that 
F. Claude du Choiſel, Apothecary to the Miſſion 
of Pondicherry, has collected and ſent to me 
ſeveral Obſervations on the Treatment of 


* 


Ani mal 8. . 


| #-. Theſe 
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Lettres Edifiantes & Curieuſes, hath © 


E 


| Madneſs proceeding from the Bite of mad 
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The ſe Obſervations ought p to ave. 
3 a Part of the Lettres Edißantes & Curieuſes, 
but theſe Letters are not calculated to become 
ſo publick, as to make thoſe who live in the 
Country ſpeedily . acquainted with the happy 
Effects of any Remedy: Tho! this in Queſtion 
concerns them chiefly ; as they are much more 
expoſed to the Bites of mad Animals than thoſe 
who live in cities. They ought, therefore, to 
be. apprized of it ſpeedily, and nothing bend 
ſo likely to effect this, as by the Means of a 
ſmall Pamphlet, which may quickly get into 
the Hands of .Curates, Surgeons, and Country 
People. This Attention to the publick Good 
has determined me to print the Obſervations of F. 
Choiſel: And I am too well acquainted with the 
reverend Fathers to have the leaſt Doubt, but 
they will excuſe me on this Account for the 


— 


Liberty I have taken in committing a kid f 


WET, on their Collection. 


F. du Choiſe = made uſe of re Pr | 


tions with conſtant good Succeſs, He declares, 


that he had not made uſe of this Remedy, but 


in conſequence of the Experiments and Diſſer- 
tation of the late M. Deſault, Fellow of the 
College of Phyſicians of the City of Bourdeaus. 
1 his able Phyſician, from what Appearances he 

ad obſerved on opening ſome Bodies of Animals 


that died of this Madneſs, and from the Authori- | 
ty of ſome ancient Authors, was led to think that 


Worms were the Cauſe of this Diſeaſe : And, 


ſeeing that the famous Powder of Palmarius 


was compoſed of Vermifuges only, he deter- 


. mined to introduce Mercury into the Blood, 


as the fitteſt Medicine to deſtroy Worms, 


. Which 


= 


R 


» R E PF 4 0 B. ki 
wtich he ſuppoſed, were diſperſed through all = I 


the F luids. 5 255 * . Ta 4 x: 
This Be * as it is, Id M. De- ""$: "0 


dali to the Diſcovery of an excellent Remedy; 
and the happy Effects of it may be ſeen in his 1 
Dicertation on Madneſs from the Bite of mad "AF 
Animals. M. Deſault declares, that he did not | 

4 receive the leaſt Hint of it from any Author, © 
which makes it probable that he had not read an ; 


| 
= 
3 Obſervation of Mr. Tauury, related in the Hiſ- 
Be tory of the Royal Academy of Sciences for the 
Tear 1699, which I ſhall here tranſcribe. 
| 
1 « M. Tauvry attended ſeveral Days a WE / 
; Man who had been bit by a mad Dog, and 
. « whoſe Death he had infallibly predicted. After 
dis Death, he opened him, tho' haſtily, 
f « and found the internal Part of the CE/opha- 1 
« gus inflamed : The Trachea Arteria a littlte 
E « ſo: In the Bottom of the Stomach about > 
three Spoonfuls of a pretty deep brown =— 
, W <* glairy Humour, ſuch as the Patient had 95 
t « often vomited : The Gall-Bladder very full . 
- « of a Bile that was almoſt black: The Peri- * 
e cardium had very little Water in it: T be MM 
„ © Arteries were quite full of very fluid Blood, "2 
e and the Veins almaſt empty: No coagulated 2 
ls Blood in any Part. The Blood, after Death, 
i- did not coagulate in the cold Air: ; whereas ; 


* 
A 
A 


that which had been drawn from the Patient 
, ſome Days before, coagulated preſently. The 


us | * Brain, and almoſt all its Diviſions, ' were 7 
r- « much drier than ordinary, as well as the 3 
„ Beginning of the Spinal Marrow, and all the 5 


NN 
>» 
* 

—_ - 


Muſcles in the Bady. It is very probable, — 
: - A 2 . ſay . - 1 


ſays M. Tauvry, he it is ; lh cn of. 
* this Poiſon, to diſſolve the balſamick and nu 
tritious Part of the Blood; after which the 
py Body is no longer nouriſhed, and tbe Veins be. 
jg dried up for Want of Nouriſbment, contraft | 
themſelves, and do not give a free Paſſage ta 
the Blood which they ſhould receive from the 
Arteries. This Blood then being retained in 
the Arteries, is there continually agitated, | 
preſſed, and ſtill more diſſolved than it was 
by the Diſſolution of it's balſamick Out 
r ö 


M. 7 auvry, guided by this Epe 
ſearches after, and ſuggeſts to himſelf, Reme- 
dies agreeable to his Notions. After rejecting 
ſeveral, he adds; As, in all Probability, 

Ee Emeticks might facilitate the Cure, if they 
<< were made to ſtay ſometime in the Stomach; , 


“Mercury, perhaps, given in a large Quantity, 
& might force open thoſe Obſtructions in the 
Circulation, which are occaſioned by the Con- 
fraction of the Veins.”? 1 


This Obſervation * M. 7 auvry was * | 
to Doctor Mead, and the illuſtrious Boerbaave; 
who mention it. They have both remarked the 
State in which the Arteries are found in the 
Bodies of thoſe who died of this Madneſs. But 
neither of them have taken tlie leaſt Notice of 
Mercury, with which M. Tauvry propoſes to re- 
move the Obſtruction. Thoſe learned Phyſicians 
have reminded us of the different Remedies that 
have been-made uſe of againſt this Diſeaſe, and, 
at the ſame Time, confeſs, that their Efficacy 
is 228 to be depended on. Al are uncertain. 
| 2 T 5 


PRE FACE 


They approve only of the uſe of 1 for. 
which they take their Authority, in particular, 
from an Obſervation of M. Morin, in the 
ſame Hiſtory of the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences, next to that of M. Tawvry: thus, 
« A young girl, twenty Years of Age, was 
« bit in the Hand by a little Boy, who was 
« mad. She had all the Symptoms of this 
« Madneſs : and, at laſt, fixteen Days after 
« the Bite, they thought proper to bathe her 
« in a large Bath of River-Water, rather cold 
« than hot, in which a Buſhel of Salt mw 
«© been diſſolved. They plunged her 
* it, quite naked, and drew her out * 
e ſeveral times: And, after tormenting her 
6 extremely in this Manner, they left her 
« ſitting in the Bath, quite ſtupefied. When 
© ſhe recovered herſelf, ſhe: was ſurpriſed to 
« find, that ſhe could look on the Water, in 
66 which ſhe was, without Emotion. Atter 
| * this, her Diſeaſe had nothing extraordinary in 
«tA Fever came on, which was treated: in 
« the common Method.“ She took Emet< 


icks ; continued the UM of MEG. and 
Was cured, 


This Caſe, no Dede a A 
But how often has bathing proved uſeleſs? Dr. 
Mead, in explaining the Action of cold bath- 

ing, which he recommends, ſpeaks of certain 

convulſive Conſtrictions on the whole Surface 

of our Bodies, occaſioned by the bathing. 
This Action, communicated to the whole ner- 
vous Syſtem, encreaſes it's Effects on the Flu- 
ids, and ought to aſſiſt them in overcoming any 
{mall Obſtructions, ; WRICH ren at the Ex- 
tremities 
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tremities of the Arteries, and impede the Cirenla- 
tion. Since then theſe Baths are not found to pro- 
duce this Effect but very rarely, as all Authors, 
even Dr. Mead and Boer bauve agree, it was but 
natural to have Recourſe to Mercury; which 
M. Tawvry propoſed, almoſt in the ſame Page 
where we find that Obſervation of M. Morin, 
which theſe two great Phyſicians have been ſo 


In this Manner would the Specifick for this 
terrible Diſeaſe have remained in Obſcurity, had 
not M. Default fallen upon it in another Way. 


'e ſhall not enter upon a further Examina- 

tion of the different Remedies, that have been 
employed againſt this Species of Madneſs, 
Thoſe who incline to conſult the Works of 
Mead and Boerbaave, will there find a particu- 


+ © Jar Account of them, and the Judgment which 


_ thoſe great Men have given of them. Permit 
me to add; that/in all-thoſe where Peo- 
ple afflicted with the Hydrophobia have been 
cured, it has been by Remedies which have 

ſerved to relax the nervous Fibres . Such have 


pro-. 


” 


OY 
K 


* 


been the Effects of plentiful bleedings to faint- 


ing 


Tt is this relaxing Quality which Dr. Nu- 
gent, Phyſician. at Bath, ſhad in View in the 
PIO rk ire as a1 2: 1” Qu 


* 


* Our French Editor ſeems not to have the happieſt Ta- 
lents for reaſoning on medical Subjects: Nevertheleſs, as it 
Would be doing him Injuſtice, though, perhaps, a Kindneſs, 
to conceal any Part of his Notions ; the Tranſlator has en- 
3 to exhibit them fairly, and ſubmits them to the 

\CalcTr. | : \ 


8 


: 8 


cient for eſtabliſhing a general 


Places. 


IN. 
275 


of ne Hydrop 
he has publiſhed. He bled his Patienr ſe⸗ 
veral ng Gave her frequently large Doſes 
of Opium, Nitre, and Camphire, Medicines, 


in the Opinion of Hoffnan and 7 ralles, of all 
others the moſt proper for. removing all Ob- 


ſtacles in the Extremities of) tlie Veſſels, that 
impede the Circulation. He likewiſe AC Cin- 
nabar and Muſk, the famous Chize 
Clyſters were frequently adminiſter 


# 2 1 2 


3 his happy Succeſs, hat in one ane dg 6 


is the Foundation of a Diſcourſe given us by 
Dr. Nugent, on this Subject. We ſhall not 


copy him in this reſpect in the following Per- 


is not ſuffi- 
ule. And Dr. 


formance. A ſingle Experimen 


Mead has 
Opium and the Indian Remedy. 


All theſe Me- 


dicines; the whole of the Courſe publiſhed by 
. Nugent; 


tend to relax the Nerves and 
Extremities of the Arteries. A Remedy, which 


plainly ſhewn the . Uncertainty of 


a methodical, but very long — in "_ | 
Uſe of theſe different e he : at x ob 
ured the Patient. 


produces this Effect, is diſcovered : The good ; 


Succeſs of it is evinced by numerous Experi- 


ments, made at different Times and in different 
The Application of this Remedy is 


ſimple and eaſy ; within the Reach of our coun- 


try Surgeons. And it is this we 2 2 particu- 
larly to regard. Let us follow M. Deſawlt; 
without neglecting the Experience of others, 
who, after him, have made uſe of mercurial 


Unctions i in the Cure of this Madneſs, 


'* du 
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„5 Ta F. dv geln did not c think it * RN I 

1 2 M. Deſauli's Method implicitly ; but, 

with the utmoſt Attention, to which he was ex- 
cited by the Motives of Charity which Reli- 

_— ion inſpires, he ſcrupulouſly examined every 
SY Fact, in order to —_— by his own. E 
5 * 


* 


=. Experience likewife has 1e him think 
A differently from M. Deſault, in reſpect to the 
=: Danger proceeding from touching the Saliva of 
EF . - mad Animals. This Gentleman, viz. M. De- 
= . /ſault, was of Opinion, that this Saliva mightith 
fect a Perſon without any aperture being made 
in the Skin, by mere Contact only. But F. 
a Cboiſel, notwithſtanding the Authority of 
3 Galen, and of Cælius Aurelianus cited by M. 
Due ſault, from the many Inſtances he had ſeen * 
= of People walking barefoot on the Saliva of 
_— thoſe who were in the laſt Stage of this Madneſs, 
= without ſuffering the leaſt Harm, thought he 
ad ſufficieat Kaba to reject this Manner of 

lnfection, and place it among vulgar Errors. 
WE . We particularly mention this Fact, in order to 

= remove any Apprehenſion of Danger from this 
Kind of Infection in thoſe who may be expoſed. 

co it, in endeavouring to aſſiſt thoſe who are 
3 labouring under this Diſorder. 


We ought, however, to be on our Guard 
againſt the Bite of ſuch as are affected. M. 
Deſault never ſaw one of them making any 
1 thing like an Attempt to bite. M. Tauury 
1 . * declares, that he has ſeen them attempt it. 
= Which is farther confirmed by F. du ChoiſePs 
1 Evidence: And we ſhall ſee the Fact, he men- 
3 tions, attended with ſuch exact and terrible Cir- - 
133 | | nee 9 


by bs. 4 ke 


PRE * 4 


he that it would be a ſort of Madnefs_ 
not to ſecure one's-ſelf from Danger: And 
either not to go near the Patient, or to — 
the Hands covered with thick Gloves, or ſome * 
ſort of Kruft, whilſt we are aſſiſting them. 

We may add another Difference that appears 
between the Opinion of M. Deſault and F. du 
Cboiſel. The former thinks, that thoſe Who 
are already ſeized with the Hydrophobia, or 
Fear of Water, are incurable: F. du Cboiſel has 
happily found the contrary: And his Experience 
ſhould engage Phyſicians and Surgeons not to 

- abandon any of their Faden on Account of 
this Symptom. 


We have already obſerved; that our 8 
has not ſervilely copied M. Deſaull s Method 
in every thing. This, Gentleman thought it 
neceſſary to add Palmarius s Powder to the Uſe 
of Mercury. F. du Choiſe! has rejected this 
Powder, and preferred the mercurial Pills. He 
likewiſe differs from M. Deſault in the Times 
and Number of Unctions, as well as: in the 
Quantityof Mercurial Ointment he applies : And 
we muft allow, that the Friar makes a much 
larger Quantity of Mercury enter the. Blood of 
the Patient, with leſs Danger, in his Method, 
than M. Deſaulr. I do not think it will be re- 
quiſite to bring both Examples and Proofs of 
this Fact, which I might eaſily do from the 
Treatment of another Dine, in which Mer- 
cury is employed. 


But whatever Preference is given to F. du Chei- 

| fer's Method, yet M. Deſault has led the Way; 
1 if he bas not kept ſo ſteadily in it, but 
n below ee 8 


has h: pports ; let ay 
Man repreſent to himſelf the l of dhe 
Diſeaſe, the Force of Prejudice, and the Noyel. 


ty of the Remedy, c. he will hardly refuſe 
proper Share of the Praiſe that is due to "the | 


Inventor. 

The Obſervations communicated by? F. dy 
Cboiſel are not the only ones that prove the Ef- 
| cacy of the Remedy-made Uſe of by M. Deſautt, 

M. Darlue, Phyſician at Caillan in Provence, 
has alſo treated ſeveral Perſons attacked with this 


Diſeaſe in 1747 and 1748. His Obſervations | 


are publiſhed in the periodical Collection of Ob- 
ſervations in Phyſick, Surgery, and Pharmacy 

of September 10 5. One may ſee Facts in them 
capable of reſolving the Doubts of ſome Perſons 
on the Exiſtence of this Diſtemper; and a Num- 
ber of Caſes uniformly treated, which, with 
thoſe conducted by M. Deſauli and our Author, 
ſhould certainly procure to mercurial Unctions 


the Title of Specifick in this Madneſs. - I may 


add, that M. Darlue cured himſelf by the _ 
| Remedies he preſcribed to others. 

oF 
F. du'Choifel purges with mvrevrild Pills: 
M. Darlue vomits with Turbith Mineral in 


"0 


ſmall Doſes. * The Impreſſion which the Lea- 


ven of this Madneſs makes on the Q /ophapus 


and Stomach, and the momentary Relief which 


| the Patients receive from vomiting, have, no 
Doubt, Urtermined Mr. Darlue to give this vio- 


& | Tent 


A Practice, we preſume, he borrowed from our Coun- 
try-man Dr. James, thou h, like the greateſt Part of the 


. Writers of his Nation, ſtudious of concealing how much 9 


are indebted to us, in repect to the Practice of Phyſick, as 
well as in * to ſome other Branches of Science. 


—— RR 
r 
A 


ent Emetick, ſo capable of producing a Co 


preſſion of all the Glands, and freeing them 
ay vitiated Humour. Some might be afraid of 
chis, on Account, at leaſt in ſome Caſes, of the 
too great Tenſion of the Fibres, and an inflam-" 
matory Diſpoſition, and might prefer the Uſe of 
a Cathartick to that of an Emetick. We leave ©. XF 
this Point to be decided by thoſe who may have - AY 
WH Patients of this Kind under their Care. Expe- | 
rience ſhould guide our Reaſoning here, and we 
muſt not neglect to take in the Differences of 
Climate, Manner of Living, Age, and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Patient. At Pondicherry the People 
are miſerably Poor, and ſober through Neceſſity. 


It now remains that we ſpeak of Bathing in 
Sea- Water. Our three Authors have ſhewn its 
Inefficacy. When they permitted their Patients 
to make uſe of it, it was only done that the 
Sick might not be deprived of a Remedy, which, 
however inſignificant, would at leaſt ſerve to . 
| keep up their Spirits. With this View we may 9 
5 permit the Uſe of Bathing to thoſe who are near "i 
5 the Sea Shore: But it would be imprudent, that 1 
1 thoſe who are at a great Diſtance from it, ſhould ä 
| ſpend that Time in running aſter an uſeleſs R- | 1 
WH medy, which may be better employed in the 4 
| Uſe of a Specifick ſo well atteſted. : I 
\ b 
} | OD. F I 
W 3 
S | Ba APPRO- -» J 
; 4 
fi] 1 
3 1 
$ . 3 


| APPROBATION. 
1 : 1 HAVE read, by Order of my 
Tod Chancellor, a Manuſcript, 


= | entitled: A Short, Eaſy and Certain 
Fo Method of Treating Perſons Bit by 
to mad Animals, As we cannot make 
3 too publick a Book, which promiſes 
4 | a perfect Cure of a Diſeaſe ſo terri- 
| ble and fo fatal as this Kind of Mad- 
| neſs: So nothing ought to hinder | 
3 the Printing of it. 
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1 5 Signed GpRTT aB. 
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Cat» 2 HH O' I have only been in dia 


about 14 Years, . I imagine that 
the Eldeſt Practitioners of Phyſick 
in Europe have ſcarely had ſo fre- 
quent Opportunities of treating 
Perſons bit by mad Animals, ſuch as Dogs, 
Cats, Foxes, or by their own Species. Ani- 
mals, eſpecially Dogs, are much apter to run 
mad in this Country, than in France, The 
great Heat of the Climate may, perhaps, be 
one particular Cauſe; and their Food may 
likewiſe contribute to it. They get very little 


to eat in the Houſes of their Maſters, (who 


are commonly very Poor) and, for the moſt 
Part, live upon Carion-: This corrupted Meat, 
no Doubt, prediſpoſes them to Madneſs. Theſe 
Animals, however, do not die of this Diſeaſe ; 
but ſuch as are bit by them in a Fit of it, are 

55 e „ ene 


EASY, SHORT, and CERTAIN _ 


ſeized with Madneſs FR proves deadly. This 
| een is. founded on. the following * 


A little hes” bit lis Maſter's: Son in 
Arm, and took out the Piece. The young 
Man came feveral Days to have it dreſſed: 
And went to bathe in the Sea nine or ten Days 
running. All this Time I made him take a 
Doſe of Theraica every Morning. I enquired 


whether the little Dog had bit any other Per- 


fon ; whether he looked fick, eat or drank. 
well, &c. From the Account I received, I 
preſumed that the young Man was in no Danger. 
Yet, about a Month after the Bite, he fell ſick, 
and died in three Days. Nobody imputed his 
Death to the Bite of the little Houſe Dog, 

which remained well, had not bit any other 
Perſon, and, in other Reſpects, had not given 
any Marks of Sickneſs. And yet the young 


Man had the a for ade GOT 19 


his Death. 


Fr is not my Deſign. to treat 1 the Natufs 
of this Madneſs : That is beyond my Sphere. 


I ſhall only give an Account of ſome Facts 


which have paſſed under my Notice, leaving 
to Perſons of greater Abilities to draw the 5er 
N Inferences from them. 


In the Exerciſe of that Chari ity in which 1 


am engaged, in diſpenſing Medicines to the 


Sick ; I have had the Mortification to fee 


many die of this Madneſs, after having 5 J 
them in the beſt Manner I could, accordin 


the common Rules of Medicine... I had LY 


Reaſon to be convinced, that thoſe who had. 
written upon | this Diltemper had not yet found 


out 


„ 1 
bout a Specifick for it. Palmarius, who has en- 
tered into a particular Detail of the Symptoms 


- 


and Circumſtances of this Diſeaſe, ſeems to 


have advanced, without any good Foundation, 
that Bites, in the Face, are more dangerous 


than in any other Part of the Body. What may 
have deceived him is, that the Face not being 
covered like the other Parts of the Body, the 
Slaver of the mad Animal is introduced more 


eaſily into the Wound: Whereas the Cloaths, that 


cover the other Parts, wipe the Teeth of the 


Cſimate, where the Inhabitants go almoſt naked, 
the Bite is equally dangerous, whether in the 

Face or Foot, notwithſtanding the Foot is at fo 

much greater Diſtance from the Brain. Amon 


' thoſe whom I have ſeen die of this Diſeaſe, one 


had been bit in the Left Hand; another in the 
Arm; a third in the Leg ; and a fourth in the 
Face: From whence it is natural to conclude, 
that if the Slaver of the Animal inſinuates itſelf 


into the Blood, by whatever Parts of the Body, 


it is ſufficient to give us the greateſt Cauſe to 

fear the ſame miſerable Conſequences. N 
The Authors who have written on this Diſtem- 

per, at leaſt thoſe whom I have had an Oppor- 


tunity of conſulting, have all ſpoken of it in a 


vague and obſcure Manner. I know of no Diſ- 
ſertation, but that of M. Deſault, which de- 
ſeribes this Diſeaſe conformably to my Obſerva- 


tions of it. It is not the Novelty alone of the 


Remedy, which he propoſes in his Tract, that 


has engaged me to make uſe of it. Neither, on 


the contrary, am I one of thoſe who are ſo ob- 


ſtinately attached to the Notions of the Antients, 


that nothing can diſſuade them; even though 
; | r 


mzad Animal, and retain the Slaver. In this 


3 


* 


(2x6) 


Reaſon and Experience concur in demonſtrating 


the Falſity of thoſe Opinions on which they reſt, 

The Remedy againſt this Madneſs, of which the 
Publick owes the Diſcovery to M. Deſault, is 
Mercury. Before I made uſe of it, I had tried 


in vain Cordials, Bitters, Abſorbents, Bathing 
in the Sea, and every Thing that is preſcribed 
in Medicine for the Cure of Perſons bit by mad 


Animals. At the Month's End theſe Perſons 
died with the moſt evident Symptoms of this 


Madneſs, viz. a ghaſtly and even convulſed Aſ- 


pect, and faultering Voice; they ſighed, and 
were not capable of explaining what they felt, 
they avoided the Light, had a Dread of Water, 


and fell into Convulſions when. it was offered 
them to drink. | | 


Akin of thoſe who were n my Care, 


ee -themebres. Un they had eſcaped the 


Symptoms of Madneſs, and even Death itſelf, 
by the Uſe of the common Remedies, which 


I gave, when firſt I undertook to treat this Diſ- 
order: But I am perſuaded that the Animals 


which had bitten them were not mad. The 


marks aſſigned by Authors to know a mad Dog, 
are ſometimes very ambiguous. We cannot al- 
ways judge by the Appearance, whether a Dog 


mad or not. In this Uncertainty, I have 


followed the ſafeſt and moſt rational Method, 


which is to take for granted, that all thoſe who 
ſay they have been bit by a mad Animal, have 

been ſo in Reality; and the rather, as, if the 
Animal was not mad, my Method of Temme 


can do them no Harm. 


My Method differs in 8 Meaſure FA 
that of M. Deſault, but, I dare venture to n 


mine is to it. 


4 


begin with rubbing a Dram of Mercu- 
fial Ointment upon the wounded Part, keep- 
ing open the Wound, as much as poſſible, 
in order- that the Ointment may penetrate into 
it. The next Day I repeat the Unction on all 
the bitten Member, and purge my Patient with 
2 Dram of the mercurial Pills. The third Day, 
after rubbing in the Ointment only on the bit- 
ten Part; I give him a ſmall mercurial Bolus; 
or the fourth Part of the Doſe above-mentioned. 
continue thus for ten Days to rub in a Dram 
of the Ointment every Morning; and to give 
the laxative Bolus, which commonly procures 
the Patient two or three Stools, and hinders the 
Mercury from affecting the upper Parts. At 
the End of ten Days, I purge again with the 
lame Pills, and diſmiſs the Patient. 


The Mzncuniai Pils. 


Three Drams of Crude Mercury, extinguiſh- 
| ed in a Dram of Turpentine. 
Choice Rhubarb, bo = 
Colloquintida in Powder, of each two 
Gutta Gamba. Drams. . 


I make up the —_ with a ſufficient Quan- 
tity of clarified Honey. The Doſe one Dram. 


3 OnTMENT. 


One Ounce of Crude Mercury, extinguiſhed | 
in two Drams of Turpentine. 
Mutton Suet, three Ounces. 
Make an Ointment of the Whole. 
The Quantity to be rubbed in at every Unc- 
tion in this Diſeaſe, is one Dram. 
C I make 


"a ) 


1 make uſe of Mutton Suet here, becauſe the 
Heat of the Climate hinders the Hog's-L ard 


\ * 


- from having the Confiſtence neceſſary for an 
PE Ointment. 15 „ 


The Method I have defcribed, and the Time 
mentioned, are only proper for thoſe who come 
to be taken Care of immediately after being bi: 
For, when two or three Weeks have paſſed after 
the Bite, it is evident, we muſt increaſe the Doſe 
of the Medicines ; and continue the Uſe of them 
for a longer Time; becauſe the Diſeaſe has taken 

deeper Root. It is not neceſſary to obſerve, that 
he Doſe muſt be leſſened to Children in Propor-- 
tion to their Age. For them; I caufe ſmall Quan- 
tities of the Ointment. to be rubbed in every 

Day for fifteen Days, and purge them once in 

three Days with Syrup of Rhubarb. 


1 have remarked that Children and young 

People are, in general, more ſuſceptible of the 

1 of this Diſeaſe than thoſe of an advanced  - 
Se. 


As to Regimen, I forbid my Patients the 
Uſe of Things tart or acid, and all crude Meats, 
or ſuch as are hard to digeſt. For the reſt; | give 
1 them entire Liberty to eat what they pleaſe. 
* Bathing in the Sea has hitherto been looked 
5 pon as an infallible Preſcrvative agaiaſt the 
abies. The Experience which I have had of 
it in all thoſe Patients who were not treated 
according to my new Method, has proved to 
me the Falffiry of that Opinion. They bathed 
themfelves every Day in the Sea, but to no 
Purpoſe: Not one of them ſurvived the Biie 


longer 
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longer than thirty or three and thirty Days. 


1 do not, however, diſapprove of theſe Bathings 


where they ſerve to quiet the Minds of the Pa- 
tients. Beſides, the Indians uſually bathe them- 
ſelves every Day. We are ſituated here on the 
Sea-ſhore, and it is a Matter of Indifference 
whether a few Waves of Sea-Water paſs over 


cheir Bodies, or they waſh themſelves in a Pond. 


In this hot Country there is no Danger of an 
obſtructed Perſpiration or Pleuriſies. If I were 
at a greater Diſtance from the Sea Coaſt, and 
in a cold Country, I would have nothing to 
do with ſuch Sort of Remedies, which I look 


upon as entirely uſeleſs in the Cure of this 


Diſeaſe, 


When: 1 had-found;' from: e 


ſertation of M. Deſault, the Method of giv- 


ing Mercury to prevent this Madneſs, I did 
not ſcrupulouſly confine myſelf to his Method: 
I found it too tedious : For why ſhould thirty 


or forty Days be ſpeat in curing this Diſeaſe, 
when twelve or fifteen are ſufficient ? This 


Author makes uſe of the Mercurial Unction 
only thrice z viz. the three firſt Days. He 
contents himſelf with giving his Patient the 
bitter Powder of Palmarizs during the thirty or 
forty Days of the Cure. But I have more Faith 


in Mercury againſt the Poiſon of this Diſtemper 


than in the Powder of Palmarius. Mercury, in- 
ternally and externally uſed, though in ſmall 
Quantiges, appeared to me much more capa- 
ble of diſſipating this Venom, than any other 
Medicine. For this Reaſon I ventured to make 
the Patient take, every Day, a ſmall laxative 
Bolus'compog'd of Mercury, and I have never 
had Reaſon to repent of this Practice. 


Sh | © 2 | | Al- 
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Although it be very rare that the Method 
I have uſed occaſions a Salivation, yet it ſome- 


times happens. This gives me no Uneaſineſs: 


J continue in my uſual Way. I had rather 
ſee a Patient under a Salivation for a few Days 
than mad; However, the Mercury, for the 


moſt Part, goes off by Stool, without any 
Diſturbance. Moſt of thoſe to whom I have 
adminiſtered this Remedy, followed their uſual 


Employments in the ſame Manner as when 
they took no Medicines: A Matter of great 
Importance in this Country, where People are 


ſo poor, that if they leave off working two 


or three Days together, they are abſolutely in 


Want of Neceſſaries. 


I know not whether this Diſorder was in 
former Times attended with different Symp- 


toms from what it is in our Days: But [ 
have never ſeen one of theſe mad Perſons mi- 
mick the Creature that bit him, as is generally 
believed: Nor have I ever obſerved that thoſe 


who were mad were ſeized with Fits of Ra 
at intercalary Times. When the Diſeaſe is ma- 


nifeſt, the Perſon dies on the third Day ; ſeldom 


continues to the fourth, as the firſt Fit always 
carries him off, eee $rs a4 Wnt 


Ti an Error to believe, chat the frothy Saliva 
of a mad Perſon infects thoſe who touch it; for in 


my Preſence, ſeveral Perſons have walked'bare- 


foot on the Saliva of a Child that died the ſame 


Day raving mad; and not one of thoſe who 
had touched the Saliva, or walked upon it, 
felt the leaſt Injury. This Saliva, or Slaver, 
can do no Harm until it has penetrated the 
PFleſh and paſſed into the Blood, 


FT, 


t 


7777...  - w % 


. . * ; * % 
. 21 ) | 
4 A — Wy b 
1 — 
a 8 89898 
4 


As to the furious Deſire which ſome Patients 
have of biting thoſe who approach them: I 
never ſaw it, but in one young Man, who bit 
two Women, his Relations. The Fact, which 
[| am now going to relate at large in all its Cir- 
cumſtances, will fully prove the Efficacy of my 
Method in curing this Madnels. 1 NE 


March 25, 1753, a young Indian Convert 


was brought to me: He was between 13 and 14 


Years old, and they told me that he had the Ague. 
| aſked how long he had had it? they made 


Anſwer, ſince laſt Night. I felt his Hands, 


and found they were cool enough, and did 
not perceive any Fever. I gave him ſome 


Febrifuge Pills, made with Wormwood and the 


Ox bezoar, and ordered him a Ptyſan to drink of 
Cryſtal Mineral and Liquorice. Next Day, the 
26th, they brought him back much in the ſame 


Condition: I repeated his Medicines. The 27 


he was brought again, but I could not per- 
ceive any other Alteration in the Boy than that 
bis Face, and particularly his Eyes and Eye- 


ids, were convulſed. I attributed theſe Symp- 


toms to, Worms, and gave him a Doſe of ca- 
thartick Pills, which procured four or five 


Stools, and vomited him three times. I ſent 


him a ſmall Doſe of Diaſcordium to be taken 
that Night at Bed- time: He paſſed the Night 


without Sleep, and in great Anxiety. The 28th 


in the Morning, when the Patient was brought 
to me again, he ſeemed to be a great deal 
worſe: His Hands were ſomewhat cold; his 
Pulſe ſmall, and very quick: He had a con- 
fuſed Look : His Face, Eyes, Eye-Lids, and 
Lips, were frequently convulſed: He ſpoke with 
TO | "= Diffjiculty, 
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with Sjghs. I ſuſpected there was ſome Poiſon 
| or Venom in the Caſe, and enquired of his Pg 
rents if he had eaten any Thing that could 


1 1 | have occaſioned, this Diſorder, or if any Animal 
- had ſtung or bitten him: They anſwered, No. 
. I aſked the Patient if he remembered haying 


been bit by a Dog? Yes, he ſaid, he had, and 
then ſhewed me his right Hand, which was 
marked in five or fix Places by the Teeth of 


above the Skin The Dog had been imme- 
diately killed, and thirty Days had paſſed ſince 
this Accident. I then made no Doubt it was 
the Rabies the young Man was ſeized with; 
but in order to be more certainly convinced 
Of it, I ordered a Cup of clear Water to be 
brought him by way of Medicine: At Sight 
of the Water, he flipped haſtily out of the 
Hands of his Parents, proteſting, with an Air 


drink a Drop of it. Theſe Words were ac- 
companied with ſeveral violent convulſive Mo- 
tions, which were plain Evidences of this Mad- 
neſs, . and of the ſhort Time he had to. live. 
Without Delay I had him carried to Church, 
to receive the laſt Sacraments ; fearing, leſt 
the Frenzy, which comes on always, with more 
or leſs Violence, at the Approach of Death, 
might prevent my adminiſtring them to him, 
After this he was carried home: About three 
o' Clock in the Afternoon he became furious, 
and bit two Women, his Relations, in the 
Arm, who, as I mentioned before, were waiting 
on him: One of them was about 60 Years old, 
and the other thirty. As ſoon as I heard of this 
Accident, I went to the Patient, and took 


' 


Care 


Difficulty, and his Words were interrupted 


the Dog; and thoſe. Parts were. {till raiſed j 


full of Terror, that abſolutely he would not 
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rented further Miſchief, He died about eight 
o'Clock that Night. Had 1 known his Dif- 
«aſe fooner, 1 had probably cured him, To re- 
leve the Women, to whom this Misfortune 
had happened, I ordered ſome of the Mercurial 
Ointment to be rubbed into each of their Arms 
that had been bit. The eldeft of the two, who as 
ſhe was bitten firſt, ran the greateſt Riſk, was ve- 
ry careful to come every Day for my Medicines, 
after having bathed herſelf in the Sea. I treated 
her in the Manner before mentioned. She 
was purged the firſt and twelfth Day with a 
Dram of the mercurial Pills : In the Interval 
ſhe took daily a ſmall mercurial Bolus, and 
had every Day too a Dram of the mereurial - 


\ Ointment rubbed into the bitten Arm. This 
Woman had three or four Stools a Day, and 
during the whole Time of the Cure I obſerved 


no other ſenfible Effect of the Medicines. She 
had a good Appetite : Was uſually employed 


in her domeſtick Affairs: Had net the laſt 


Appearance of a Salivation; and has always en- 
joyed good Health for the two Years and a 
half ſince this Accident happened. It was not 
fo with the other Woman who was bit : -She 


came to me the two firſt Days, but did not re- 
turn again after for three or four Days. I fent 
for her, and upbraided her with it, acquaiating 


her with the Danger which threatened. her, if 
the left off uſing the Medicines. She ſubmit- 
ted to a third Unction, then left off coming ; 


contenting herſelf with going to bathe in the 


Sea twice a Day, for fifteen or twenty Days. 
She now thought herſelf free from Danger, 
by her Bathings, becauſe ſhe had been. well 


| enough in Health to the 7th of May at Night 
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be was the 39th Day from the Bite + B t 
ſhe then began to feel a heavy Pain in her. 
Head, as ſhe informed me by Meſſage. I ſem 


her half a Dram of Ointment to make a ſlight 
Unction upon the Arm that had been bit, 8 
firing ſhe would come to me next Morning. 
She came, after having bathed in the Sea. 
She owned that ſhe was much afraid ſhe was 


infected with the ſame Diſeaſe as the Boy who 


had bit her. I endeavoured to inſpire her 
with Confidence, though 1 conſidered the Pain 
of her Head as a Symptom of approaching 
Madneſs. It is true that thirty Days is the 
uſual Time before the Rabies commonly ſhews 
itſelf, but the Delay of nine Days might be 
occaſioned by the three Unctions ſhe — Uſe 
of at the Beginning. Be that as it will, I 

made her take a Dram of mercurial Pills. She 
vomited twice, and was purged nine or ten 
times. Next Day, having bathed herſelf well 
in he's Sea, (for ſhe had ſuch a Fancy for this 
Bathing, that I let her uſe it as much as ſhe 
pleaſed) ſhe came, and told me, that, notwith- 
ftanding/her being well purged, ' ſhe was not 
relieved of the Pain 'and Heavineſs in her 
Head: That her Head was become inſenſible, 
and like a Piece of Wood (theſe were her own 


Words). She added, that ſne had Pains in her 


Neck, Breaſt, Belly, and particularly all down 
her Back. I gave her a laxative mercurial Bolus, 


and ordered three Drams of the Ointment to be 
rubbed into her Back, and the Arm which 


had been bit. The Day following, May loth, 


I repeated both thoſe. A Cup of Water, which 
J made them preſent to her, raiſed her Sto- 


mach, and made her draw back: Nevertheleſs, 


by my Perſuaſion, ſhe overcame her alete 
2 it #4 [ 1 5 | and 
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wardly with a little Confection of Hyacinth. 


Rabies. It is uſual for thoſe who have this laſt 


Drams of Ointment : In the Night-rime ſhe ſa- 


cines of me. The Sight of her, and the Change 
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und drank a little of it, but threw it up again 


by Vomit. The Fhdrophobia characteriſed the a 


Diſcaſe too plainly to doubt it's being the true : 


Symptom to die the ſame Day, or the Day fol- "4 
lowing; which I have learned from frequent 5 
Experience. The Buſineſs then moſt preſſing, +I 
was to procure the Sacraments to be adminiſ- 1 
tered to her. After this, without deſpairing of 

a Cure, I cauſed to be rubbed in, at 1 three 

Drams of mercurial Ointment over her whole 

Body. Next Morning it was repeated: At this 

Time the Patient kept herſelf in a Corner of 

the Chamber, and would neither eat nor drink. 8 
Under theſe Circumſtances a Salivation began, 
which I looked on as a favourable Omen. I 

repeated the Unction again at Night, with three 


livated much, and next Day found her Head 
conſiderably relieved. Two flight Unctions, 
which were afterwards made with two Drams 
of Ointment each Time, kept up a. plentiful 
Salivation all that Day. The Day following, 
which was Sunday, May 13th, ſhe found her- 
{elf ſo well, that ſhe went to bathe in the Sea: 
She came alſo to hear Maſs, and to aſk Medi- 


in her Condition, ſurpriſed me agreeably. I 
had the Curioſity to try if the Hydrophobia Y 
was gone: She drank, though, indeed, with 4 
ſome Difficulty, half a Cup of , Water. I again Co 
repeated the Unctions, (but made them lighter) 1 
Morning and Evening, for two Days longer. 
The ſecond Day, at Night, there came on a - 
Dyſenterick Purging. I was not in the leaſt 
alarmed at it: I ſtrengthened the Patient in- 
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The Salivation, Purgiag, and Dyſentery cons | 


tiaued until next Day; when, not obſervin 

any further Signs of Illneſs, and the Hydrophobig 
being quite gone, I gave her an Ounce of Ca- 
 tholicon, made with a double Quantity of Rhu- 
barb, which purged her gently, and ſtopped 


the Dyſentery and Purging, occaſioned by the 


Mercury. At Night ſhe took a Doſe of Diaſ- 
cordium, and next Day repeated . the ſame Re- 
medies Morning and Evening. Laſtly, by 
Means of an aſtringent Gargle, I faſtened the 


Patient's Teeth, which had been a little looſen- 


ed, and ſhe did not loſe one of them. The 


Cure was in this Manner happily compleated. 


She is now in perfect Health. | 


There is not, in any Author I know, Mention 
made of ſo much as one Perſon who has had 
the Hydropbobia three Days and has ſurvived it. 


This, however, is a Cure, in which the Lord 


has permitted me to be the Inſtrument. 


I ſhall not nere relate numberleſs other In- 


ſtances of the Efficacy of this Method which 
I uſe, to preſerve from the Rabies thoſe who 
have been bit by mad Animals. I can ſafely 
declare, that I have treated, with equal Succeſs, 
Men, Women; Children, Indians, Portugueſe, 
Blacks, Melattoes, and Armenians, more in Num- 
ber than three hundred Perſons, without one 
of them being afflicted with the leaſt Symptom 


of Madneſs : And all this ſince the Year 1749, 
when I began to make Uſe of mercurial Unc- 


tions. I do not pretend to ſay, that all thoſe 
whom I treated would have become mad, if 
they had not had Recourſe to my Remedies : 
Bur ſince ſo many Perſons, bit by mad Animals, 
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have been kept free from the Symptonis of 
Madneſs; the Matter is beyond all Diſpute, 
fince the Cure of the greateſt Part cannot be 


attributed to any Thing but to the Effects of the 
Remedy I have conſtantly made Uſe of on all 


thoſe Occaſions. 


1 think it not foreign to our Purpoſe to add | 


what an Indian, a Man of good Senſe, who, for 
upwards of 25 years, has worked in our Labo- 
ratory at Pondicherry ſaid to me one Day, in 
ſpeaking of mercurial Unctions: Since, ſays be, 
we have given this Remedy to thoſe who have been 


bit by mad Animals, not one has died: Before this, 


Theriaca, Bathing in the Sea, and the beſt Plaiſ- 
ters, did not cure People. It would ſeem that you 
have found out a Specifick for this Madneſs. = 


This Reflection deſerves the more Attention, 


in that an Indian, incapable of tracing out any 
Sort of Analogy between the Remedy and the 
| Diſeaſe, has formed his Judgment of the con- 
ſtant Cures that have been effected by my new 
Method ſimply from what he ſaw. | 


At the Time I write this, I have under Cure 


five Perſons bit by Dogs ſuppoſed to have been 
mad: They are all in a fair Way of Recovery. 
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